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2017’s Top 10 Cases of Persecution of Churches and Christians in China

Below are the top 10 persecution cases China Aid picked for 2017 and some cases are amalgamates of
several cases. These cases are considered representative due to the severity, impact and significance of
persecution involved, and they occurred across mainland China in both the rural and urban areas involving both
house churches and “Three-Self” churches. Persecuted Christians in these cases include both individuals in
China and individuals from overseas, who are clergy, lay believers, Christian rights defense lawyers, or
Christian political dissidents.

I. The Yunnan Religious Case

On May 4, 2016, a special task force was set up in Yunnan to investigate the “Three Grades of Servants cult”.
Since the investigation was initiated in Lincang city on May 15, 2016, and submitted to the provincial public security
bureau and then the Ministry of Public Security, this special task force was also named “Yunnan 3.15 special task
force on the Three Grades of Servant cult” and was directed by Yunnan provincial Public Security Bureau. The task
force brought its investigation to a close on October 21, 2016. According to incomplete statistics, more than 200
house church leaders and ordinary believers in Yunnan province were interrogated, taken into police custody, arrested
or interviewed, and about 40 of them were prosecuted by the local courts of Kunming, Chuxiong, Dali, Lincang,
Baoshan ,Xishuangbanna, Zhaotong and Yuxi for “sabotaging law enforcement by organizing and using cults”. Most
Christians taken into custody in this case were low-income and low-education women living in the rural area. They
were all accused of participating in the Three Grades of Servants cult by Yunnan provincial Public Security Bureau.
Books used by these believers such as the Bible, Streams in the Desert, Pilgrim’s Progress, Song of a Wanderer, Power
Through Prayer, Our Daily Prayer, and Shepherdship, as well as poems and songs composed by Christian writer and
composer Xiaomin, were labeled as “cult materials of the Three Grades of Servants”. Dozens of house church
preachers, represented by Ju Dianhong, Liu Wei, Tu Yan, Zhong Yonggui, Su Min, Li Shudong, Zhang Congying,
Liang Qin, Peng Huifen, Li Yunxiu, Li Wanhong, Li Chunping, Yao Jiaping, and Hu Yuxin were arrested. Below are
the arrests and trials that happened in some areas.

Lincang. In late November, the cases of arrested Christians, including Xu Zhihui, Li Hua, Ma Changyin, Wang
Liping, Awei Gege, Yao Yongbing, Li Jianhua and others arrested in Lincang’s Fengqing, were transferred to the court.
Except Xu Zhihui and Lihua, the other five had never had contact with their lawyers. On November 30, Ju Dianhong,
Liang Qin, Zhang Hongyan, Zi Huimei, Yang Shunxiang and Zhang Shaocai were tried by Yunxian court. The
prosecution papers accused the core members of the cult headed by Ju Dianhong and her assistant Liang Qin of secretly
holding gatherings in many cities across Yunnan during 2015 and 2016, preaching and evangelizing, proclaiming
about the Doomsday, cultivating leaders for the cult, establishing host families and gathering places at private homes
in rural areas, setting up communication posts in cities and neighborhoods to enable and support secret evangelistic
events and gatherings, rebuilding the organizational structure of the Three Grades of Servants, setting up a location
in Chuxiong for printing cult materials, developing converts among minors, and organizing some college students to
travel to other provinces from Kunming to attend cult trainings.

Dali. Five were arrested and three were released “on probation while awaiting for trial.” Tu Yan and another
believer Su Min were criminally detained. On October 22, 2016, Tu Yan was criminally detained by Dali’s local
police for “allegedly sabotaging law enforcement by organizing and using cults” and arrested a month later. On
January 12, 2017, Tu Yan’s case was transferred to the procuratorate for prosecution on the charge of “sabotaging law
enforcement by organizing and using cults”, but was returned to the public security bureau for additional investigation.
In early April, Tu Yan’s case was once again transferred to the procuratorate for review and prosecution, and sent to
Dali Court on July 10 for prosecution. His prosecution papers amount to 12 stacks totaling 2400 pages, focusing on
his involvement in the “Three Grades of Servants cult.” Another Christian Su Min who was arrested with Tu Yan
was also transferred to the procuratorate for persecution.

Chuxiong Autonomous Prefecture. On October 17, seven arrested Christians from Chuxiong Autonomous
Prefecture who were accused of “sabotaging law enforcement by organizing and using cults”, including Liu Wei, Li
Yunxiu, Li Wanhong, Li Chunyu, Yao Jiaping, Hu Yuxin, and Zhong Yonggui, presented to the local court’s pre-trial
meeting. Except Liu Wei who authorized his own lawyer, the other six all had government-appointed lawyers. The
judge set October 26 as the date for trial. On October 20, 2017, Chuxiong Municipal People’s Procuratorate suggested
a delayed trial citing the need for “additional investigation”.
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Zhaotong. On July 21, three Christians from Zhaotong, i.e. Li Shudong, Li Meihua and Peng Zhenghua, were
sentenced to four years’ imprisonment by Zhaotong Court. The prosecution papers accused them of being members
of the “Three Grades of Servants” who spread cult ideas and fostered cult members.

For details, go to China Aid’s websites:
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/12/yn315.html
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/11/7.html
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/10/71026.html
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/10/46.html
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/07/blog-post 10.html

II. Xinjiang charged Christians gathered to worship with “the crime of
gathering a crowd to disrupt social order”

On April 18, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region’s Changji Municipal Court sentenced five Christians to
imprisonment on the charge of “gathering a crowd to disturb social order”, including 5 years for Yang Zhaocun, 5
years for Wang Lulu, 4 years for Cheng Yajie, 3 years for Zheng Lan, and 3 years for Liu Yan. The accused had
religious activities at private residence, but were accused of disturbing social order and condemned to lengthy prison
sentences. Before the judge made the verdict, the defendants’ lawyers had not even been notified about the court date.
According to the prosecution papers, more than 50 people participated in activities China termed “illegal,” including
studying the Bible, at defendant Zheng Lan’s home on March 5, 2016. The court held that defendants Yang Zhaocun,
Wang Lulu, Cheng Yajie, Zheng Lan and Liu Yan gathered 60 plus people to engage in the preaching and interpreting
of religious texts, which was a serious violation and constituted the crime of “gathering a crowd to disturb social order.”
Yang Zhaocun, Wang Lulu and Cheng Yajie were identified as main perpetrators while Zheng Lan and Liu Yan were
considered accomplices. According to the prosecution papers, Zheng Lan had been providing accommodation to
personnel from some Christian organizations since 2011, allowing them to teach, preach, and interpret religious texts
in large-scale gatherings. After the trial, all five defendants made an appeal. On June 27, Changji Prefecture Court
claimed the appeals' arguments for acquittal did not match the case’s facts and denied the appeals, condemning the
five Christians to lengthy prison sentences.

For details, go to China Aid’s websites:
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/07/5.html
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/05/5.html
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/04/553.html

III. Pastor Cao Sangiang, Chen Shixin and Wei Xiaomei were seized
by police on fabricated charges

Pastor Cao Sanqiang was accused of “organizing the illegal crossing of a national border."

China Ministries International’s missionary Pastor Cao Sangiang is originally from
Hunan province and once established house churches in Hunan. Married to a U.S.
citizen, Cao has always served in house churches and helped train preachers for house
churches. After the Wenchuan earthquake in 2008, Pastor Cao took over Christians’
disaster relief work in that area to help students and earthquake-stricken locals.
Engaged in missionary work on China-Myanmar border, Cao repeatedly traveled
between China’s Yunnan province and Myanmar’s Wa state, helping with poverty
relief work and setting up schools to provide education to poor children. On March 5,
Cao was criminally detained by the local police at Yunnan’s southwestern Pu’er city’s
Menglian county for the alleged illegal crossing of border. On March 25, Cao was
arrested by Menglian county procuratorate for “allegedly organizing the illegal
crossing of a national border.” On May 17, Cao’s mother received the “Notice about
Transfer for Review and prosecution” from the police and Cao’s case was transferred
to Menglian County Procuratorate for prosecution, with the charge against him
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becoming “illegal crossing of a national border” of which he was initially accused. Another believer Jing Ruxia was
also charged with the same crime. On July 13, 2017, Cao was prosecuted again on “illegal crossing of a national
border.” (Photo: China Ministries International’s missionary Pastor Cao Sanqiang)

For details, go to China Aid’s websites:

http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/07/blog-post_77.html
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/05/blog-post 55.html

http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/04/40.html
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/04/blog-post.html
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/03/blog-post 23.html

Pastor Wei Xiaomei, her husband Li Bingxin and her coworker Zhang Tao were accused of “fraud”

Zhuhai-based Wangjiahunli (King’s Wedding) Church in Guangdong province was attended by 1,500 believers
and directly affiliated with Hong Kong-based 611 Bread of Life Church. In 2009, the church’s pastor Wei Xiaomei
and church staff Zhang Tao (a citizen of Macau) purchased a 700-square-foot property on Zhuhai’s Jiuzhou Avenue
as the church’s gathering place with 13 million yuan donated by Zhang Tao to the church. In March and July of 2014,
the church bought two more units (1023 and 1025) on Jiuzhou Avenue with 5 million yuan, 80% of which was donated
by Zhang Tao and the rest came from the offerings of church members. On September 27, 2016, Xiangzhou District’s
Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau outlawed this church citing “unregistered” as the reason and confiscated the
church’s 50 computers. On April 12, 2017, the authorities dispatched a dozen of public security agents to take a dozen
of church members into custody and following nonstop interrogation and intimidation, these church members were
forced to write down confessions against their church leaders. The police then criminally detained the church’s pastor
Wei Xiaomei, her husband Li Bingxin, and church staff Zhang Tao on the charge of fraud. A few months later,
Zhuhai’s Xiangzhou District Procuratorate prosecuted Wei Xiaomei, Li Bingxin and Zhang Tao on fraud charge,
accusing them of allegedly conning church members of their offerings and using the money to buy properties. In
October, the case was transferred to the court by Xiangzhou District Procuratorate. In late November, the pre-trial
meeting was held. According to certain insiders, the authorities made up the case to frame the church’s pastor, her
husband and church staff. “In December, 2016, the authorities planted a decoy at this church who has never made any
offerings to this church, but he said his wife donated about 10 thousand yuan. He reported the church to the police
for fraud, and then the police started investigating the church’s attendees and their offerings to the church. They asked
church members whether they knew the church’s pastor Wei Xiaomei was not certified by the government, the church
was unregistered, and church property (gathering place) was not registered under the pastor’s name, etc.” The police
cited “the church’s gathering place is not registered under the pastor’s name” as evidence of fraud to accuse Pastor
Wei Xiaomei, her husband Li Bingxin and church staff Zhang Tao. This case was initiated and orchestrated by Zhuhai
Municipal Politics and Law Bureau and handled by Civil Affairs Bureau. Initially, the church was investigated for
cult-related crimes by the National Security Bureau who got nowhere due to the lack of evidence, so they outlawed
the church on the charge of “being unregistered”, intending to finalize the case on the criminal charge of fraud.

For details, go to China Aid’s websites:
http://www.chinaaid.net/2017/12/blog-post_88.html







